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Ohio Caverns, OH 937-465-4017
crcave@ctcn.net
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Diamond Caverns, KY 270-749-2228
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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Past President: Brad Wuest
Natural Bridge Caverns, TX 210-651-6101
bwuest@naturalbridgecaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

REGIONAL DIRECTORS

Region One:
(CT, DE, ME, MA, NH, NJ, NY, PA, RI, VT)
Greg Beckler Natural Stone Bridge & Caves
518-494-2283 gbeckler@frontiernet.net
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Two: (MD, VA, WV, KY)
Rod Graves - Luray Caverns, VA
540-743-6551 rod.graves@luraycaverns.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Three: (IL,IN, MI, OH)
Claudia Yundt - Squire Boone Caverns, IN
812-732-4382 claudia@squireboone.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Four: (IA, KS, MO, NE)
David Thompson - Bridal Cave, MO
573-346-2676 info@bridalcave.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Five: (MN, MT, ND, SD, WI)
Joe Klimczak - Cave of the Mounds, WI
608-437-3038 joe@caveofthemounds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Six : (CA, ID, NV, OR, WA)
Steve Fairchild – Moaning Cavern, CA
209-736-0330 steve@caverntours.com

National Caves Association Convention
Talking Rocks Cavern - September 28 - October 2, 2009
Mark your calendars now for this year’s National Caves Association
Convention to be held in Branson, MO, September 28-October 2, at The
Clarion. Hosts Bruce & Dianna Herschend, and Chris & Jody Gertson, of
Talking Rocks Cavern, invite you to enjoy soaking in the beauty of these
cavernous Ozark mountain hills, while attending the 2009 NCA
convention. Talking Rocks Cavern is located in Missouri, also known as
the "Cave State".
To start off the 2009 NCA convention, the second annual NCA Vendor
Show is scheduled for Monday, September 28. Stay tuned as additional
convention details will be posted in the next few weeks at
‘www.ncaconvention.com !
Trivia Fact: Did you know that the Missouri Ozark mountains contain over
6,000 caves? In addition, northern Arkansas has over 2,000 known caves
in its first 50 miles!
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Region Seven: (AZ, CO, NM, UT, WY)
Steve Runkle - Cave of the Winds, CO
719-685-5444 rsr@caveofthewinds.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Eight: (AR, LA, OK, TX)
Michelle Devaney - Longhorn Caverns, TX
830-598-CAVE michelle@vtrc.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Nine: (AL, FL, GA, MS, NC, SC, TN,)
Patty Perlaky – Raccoon Mt. Caverns, TN
423-821-9403 caveperl@yahoo.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Region Ten: (AK, HI, Bermuda, International)
Jeanne Gurnee – Goodlettsville, TN
615-264-0019 jgurneeNSS@aol.com
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MIDWINTER BOARD MEETING
The midwinter board of directors and insurance committee meetings were
held in Bowling Green, KY March 24-26. Topics discussed were the new
insurance brokers, recertification of alpha radiation plans, Convention
2009 and beyond, in addition to committee and regional reports. Other
agenda items were the International Congress of Speleology to be held in
Kerrville, TX this July and possible business scenarios that could arise
with White Nose Syndrome in bats. The nominating committee for this
year’s election was named, along with a search committee for a
coordinator. The board and committee members worked through the
agenda so efficiently, they were able to break a day early.

RETAIL COMMITTEE UPDATE
According to the 2008 convention survey, last years’ Vendor Show was a success and you requested we do it
again this year. The Retail Committee is responding to your request and we are in the midst of planning the
2009 Vendor Show in Branson Missouri. We also understand that many caves are not planning on going to as
many gift shows this year and are planning on using the Convention Vendor Show as one of their main buying
opportunities. What a great way to save money, in one trip do your gift shop buying and have a great learning
experience at the convention! Over 110 invitations are in the mail to vendors ranging from light fixture to tshirts companies. The Vendor Show will be Monday, Sept. 28th so make plans on coming early and buying for
your gift shop. More details and a vendor list will be in upcoming Cave Talks.
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Judy Smith has been busy getting the NCA playing card program ready to go. She has all the slots taken and the playing
card program is now in the printer’s hands.
Do you have a penny machine? Don’t forget about the NCA penny books. They look fantastic and they sell!
I want to personally thank everyone on the retail committee for all their hard work already. That is the great thing about
this organization; we don’t hesitate to help out each other.

Please watch for updates on the following Cave Talks!
Claudia Yundt (Retail Committee Chair)

TENESSEE GIFT SHOWS
The Retail Committee wanted to make sure that everyone was aware of the changes going on with the two
large Tennessee Gift Shows, Smoky Mountain Gift Show (Gatlinburg) and the International Gift Expo
(Sevierville). These shows have normally overlapped which has been very nice for many of us. On one trip
we were able to visit two fairly large gift shows. This has changed for the fall 2009 show season.
The Smoky Mountain Gift Show (Gatlinburg) has changed their dates to Nov.14th – 17th. The International Gift
Expo (Sevierville) is Nov. 6th – 10th . Many caves expressed their concerns about the Smoky Mountain Gift
Show changing their dates making it the week before Thanksgiving and during IAAPA. They also expressed
concern about the International Gift Expo not being big enough for them to make the trip to Sevierville. Susan
Berdeaux and myself started checking into this. We knew the NCA members that attended these shows would
want to know.
Susan was able to speak to the owners of the International Gift Expo and they were so excited about the 2009
show. Since that meeting the International Gift Expo has offered ALL NCA members a great offer. They will
have a lounge (on site) available for the NCA Buyers to rest in and to plan their buying strategies. They are
also co-hosting a dinner on Monday night for ALL NCA Buyers at the show. They have also become an
affiliate member of the NCA. At this time the show has also grown by over 60 new exhibitors. They have filled
the entire hall and most of the new pavilion.
As we learn more we will keep you updated. If you are planning on attending the International Gift Expo
please let Susan know so we can give them a head count for dinner.

CREDIT CARD PROCESSING
The NCA has been approached by a credit card processing company offering to lower the credit card fees for
all NCA members who are interested in participating. To see if they can lower your fees you will need to submit
the last month's complete statement to the NCA office. All statements that are received will be competitively
bid among several companies. The lowest will be chosen as the official credit card processor for the
association. Participation will be on a cave-by-cave business but the fees quoted will be the same for all
members who wish to join. There will be no minimum number of caves participating required. Fees will be
based on volume of the total participants. The more who join…the cheaper it will get. To see if your fees can
be lowered…send in your statement today.

BARBARA MUNSON SERVICE AWARD
At the Mid Winter Meeting this award was established as a memorial to Barbara Munson a lifelong contributor
and past Secretary/Treasurer for the Association. This award will be presented from time to time for individuals
or businesses who have gone above and beyond in service for the betterment of the association. Nominations
may be made in writing by any member to the Executive Committee. Winners will be announced at the Fall
Convention. If you know of someone or some business who has over the years been an advocate for the
association consider nominating them for this award. Send all nominations to the NCA Office.
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